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THE RELIABILITY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT COMPARED TO OTHER ANCIENT TEXTS
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AUTHOR / TEXT EXISTING 
COPIES

YEARS BETWEEN ORIGINAL & 
EARLIEST SURVIVING COPIES

NEW TESTAMENT 24,000 40-70

HOMER / ILIAD 643 500

SOPHOCLES 193 1400 

ARISTOTLE 49 1400 

TACITUS 20 1000

CAESAR 10 1000

ARISTOPHANES 10 1200

EURIPIDES 9 1300

SUETONIUS 8 800

DEMOSTHENES 8 800

THUCYDIDES 8 1300

HERODOTUS 8 1300

PLINY 7 750

PLATO 7 1200
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